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Report

Forum for Awareness of National Security, Chandigarh Chapter organized a one-day 
seminar with the title “Pakistan Crisis: Impact on India and South Asian Region” on 
October 13, 2023 at Rajiv Gandhi College Bhavan, Panjab University, Chandigarh. The 
event was organized in association with Department of Defence and National Security
Studies, Panjab University, Chandigarh.

The seminar included three sessions, two technical and one keynote session. The 
keynote speaker at the seminar was Sh. Indresh Kumar. The chief guest at the seminar
was Admiral Sunil Lanba,former navy chief of India. The other speakers in the seminar
included:

Session I

⦁ Col. Jaibans Singh

⦁ Sh. Ashish Kaul, Author

⦁ Sh. R. K. Kaushik, IAS

The session was chaired by Prof. Pampa Mukherjee from Panjab

University.Session II
⦁ Dr. Ashish Shukla, IDSA

⦁ Sh. Prateek Joshi, Oxford University
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⦁ Prof. Mahtab Alam, JMIU

⦁ Dr. Amjad Ayub Mirza, Political Activist from POJK

(online) This session was chaired by Prof. Shivani Sharma from

Panjab University.Other dignitaries present on the occasion were
⦁ Sh, Golok Behari Rai, National Gen. Secy. Organization, FANS

⦁ Lt. Gen. K. J. Singh, VP, FANS National

⦁ Raj Kishor, Gen. Secy. FANS

⦁ Dr. B. P. Yadav, President Chandigarh Chapter, FANS

⦁ Dr. Jaskaran Singh Waraich, Chairperson, Department of Defence and
National SecurityStudies, Panjab University, Chandigarh.

Details:

The first session was convened by Prof Pampa Mukherjee. The first speaker, Sh. R. K.
Kaushik, IAS spoke on the topic ‘Establishment’ rules Pakistan”. He defined the 
establishment as Pakistan’s army supported by the elements of the political parties, 
judiciary, media, bureaucracy and businesscommunity. He said that the establishment 
enjoyed the ultimate power in Pakistan for almost 67 years out of 76 years of Pakistan’s
independence journey. He was of the view that the establishmentwould continue to do 
so in the foreseeable future. Sh. Ashish Kaul, an author of various books on Jammu and
Kashmir in his address stated that the general population of Pakistan is under social
pressure created by the establishment to criticize India routinely. He highlighted that
Pakistan’s ruling elite had vested interests to foment nefarious activities against India.
Last speaker of thesession, Col. Jaibans Singh expressed serious concerns regarding the
failing state of Pakistan, whichwould directly affect India negatively. He asserted that to 
push its Islamic ideology, Pakistan had been continuously pushing terrorist activities
across the border despite its internal political andeconomic turmoil.
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In the second session, Sh. Parteek Joshi highlighted the changing political discourse in
POK andGilgit Baltistan from demanding more rights for Pakistan to looking at their 
future with India. Dr Ashish Shukla, IDSA addressed the unravelling political crisis in 
Pakistan. Dr Amjad Mirza said that the Pakistan state had no existence in history. It
was created as a buffer state by the Britisher to check the spreading influence of the
Soviets. Prof Mahatab Alam, Jamia Millia Islamia Universityalso stressed the fact that 
absence of fair democratic process and deprivation of fundamental rights of Baloch 
people and earlier Bengali people in Pakistan led to various separatist movements in 
the country. This session was chaired by Prof Shivani Sharma, Panjab University.

Dr Jaskaran Singh Waraich, Chairperson, Department of Defence and National 
Security Studies welcomed the Speakers. He also introduced the esteemed speakers to 
the audience. Sh. Golok Bihari Rai introduced the Forum for Awareness of National
Security organisation and its objectives to the audience. Chief guest of the event,
Admiral Sunil Lanba (Retd.) in his address pointed to fractured political and societal 
structures of Pakistan, which led to military supremacy in the country. He opined that it 
was an uphill task for its leaders to change the course of its foreign policy alignment 
from geopolitics to geoeconomics. He also pointed to the grim possibility ofchange in 
the fortune of the country due to the absence of basic amenities in addition to 
increasing inflation, polarisation and increasing disparity in the society.
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In his keynote address, Sh. Indresh Kumar opined that the seeds of the fault lines of
hatred and aggression lay in the origin of Pakistan. He stressed the fact that Pakistan 
policies were anti- humanitarian by not giving citizenship to the minority in their 
country. He said that Pakistan was the only country in the world in which the population
of all the religions except Islam decreased since its independence. He criticised the 
appeasement policy adopted by India in the past with respect to Pakistan. He stressed
that the identity of a nation if based on hatred will eventually makeit lose its essence.

Sh. Shashank Bhandari delivered the vote of thanks and closing remarks on the 
successful conclusion of the national seminar. The seminar was attended by the faculty,
research scholars, students of the University, serving retired military personnel, and 
retired foreign officers attended the event and also members of FANS organization. 
There was an audience of approximately 180- 200 people.

The event was streamed live on Facebook.
FANS Chandigarh Chapter Team because of whom this event was successfully organized
included:

⦁ 
⦁ Adv. Urvashi Dugga, Secy.
⦁ Adv. Shashank Bhandari
⦁ Dr. Sunil Bhardwaj
⦁ Sh. Abhinav Sharma
⦁ Sh. Vikram Singh
⦁ Prof. Rai
⦁ Prof. Minhas
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⦁ Paramjeet Singh, Gen. Secy.
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Media (News Paper Cutting)
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Media Link 

⦁ https://m.facebook.com/story.php?
story_fbid=pfbid0UEJpKSNnBfmde4G1F366bjpBaDqYXfbLEbSiQpodZd1CZe
DiEa7UDhhBFgF6x7Hvl&id=100071245212359
&sfnsn=wiwspwa&mibextid=RUbZ1f

⦁ https://m.facebook.com/story.php?
story_fbid=pfbid02XAM4SXxcPPkaaxnJNZcqtLjriaFQnMwZCFtDtS3PWR3F7
G3YWh3Hh28tStRZ27vbl&id=100071245212359
&sfnsn=wiwspwa&mibextid=RUbZ1f

⦁ https://m.facebook.com/story.php?
story_fbid=pfbid035ndXjPtg5sAS1wBw6usvDvfXCJ2wekEasYNr42MmHEzTm
2bsewzUt8EiM4qWo6cFl&id=100071245212359
&sfnsn=wiwspwa&mibextid=RUbZ1f
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