gans

* T EATT » [T « GIToTEoT » Qahd T

oo ooy 0ot O,
(Cuttack)

DETAILED REPORT OF ONE DAY WORKSHOP AND INDIVIDUAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME ON “Uniform Civil Code”

Uniform Civil Code is a constitutional provision under article — 44

(Part 1V). The discussion in public domain, to implement Uniform Civil

Code is not new. It is neither aimed at addressing concern of few influential
eople. Rather, it is a just and genuine demand of people of India.
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FORUM FOR AWARENESS OF
NATIONAL SECURITY
M. S. LAW. UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENT OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE, RAVENSHAW UNIVERSITY
JOINTLY ORGANIZE
SEMINAR ON

On 30" of September, 2023, Forum for Awareness of National
Security, Cuttack Chapter organized a Seminar on the topic “Uniform Civil
Code” at Department of Political Science, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack.
The program is jointly organized by Forum for Awareness of National
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Security and Madhusudan Law University, Cuttack.

The distinguished guests present on this occasion were Prof (Dr.)
Kamal Jeet Singh, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Madhusudan Law University,
Cuttack, Dr. Mithilesh Jha, Retd. District Judge and Vice President, FANS,
Delhi Chapter, Shri. Anand Mishra, Advocate-on-Record, Supreme Court of
India, Dr. M. Kanhar, President, FANS, Cuttack Chapter and Dr. Netajee
Abhinandan, HOD, Political Science, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack

The event began with the Saraswati Vandana and the lamp lighting
ceremony. The guests were felicitated. Upon the felicitation of the guests,
the welcome address was given by Dr. M. Kanhar and Dr. Netajee
Abhinandan introduced the topic to the audience. In his address, Dr. N.
Abhinandan said that we have two types of Laws in force: Civil and
Criminal. Where we have a common criminal law namely Indian Penal
Code — 1860, why the successive governments couldn’t enact a Uniform
Civil Code constitutional provision under article — 44 (Part 1V). He cited
precedents all over world and justified the enactment of Uniform Civil Code
in India.

The Chief Speaker Dr. Mithilesh Jha, Vice President, Forum for Awareness
of National Security (FANS), Delhi Chapter said that discussion in public
domain, to implement Uniform Civil Code is not new. In 1757, East India

2



Company Administration advocated for Uniform Law throughout its
jurisdiction. In October 1840 again the initiative was taking place. But, the
proposal could not be implemented. In 1946, Declaration of Human Rights
was in place and it could be in force in true spirit only if there is a Uniform
Law throughout India. Pt. Nehru favored UCC and it was on record. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar was strong supporter of Uniform Civil Code during
discussion in constitutional assembly. But, it could not be implemented
rather placed in article — 44 (Part IV), which is not compulsory to be
enforced.

In Keshavananda Bharati Case implementation of UCC is India was
categorically discussed. Supreme Court categorically said in a number of
case that Hundu converting to Muslim just to practice polygamy is not
acceptable. In Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum case, 1985,
Supreme Court of India said that section 125 of CrPC is applicable
universally and Muslim women need to be supported by Maintenance after
divorce. Maintainance could not be meted out to Shah Bano begum due to
interference of executive! UCC is aiming at providing equal legal status to
all. Current Law Commission has sought public opinion to harmoniously
incorporate concern of all the sections of India Society. It will be
democratically implemented by the Current Central Government as the
process seems to be.



The Chief Guest Prof (Dr.) Kamal Jeet Singh, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,
Madhusudan Law University in his lecture said that Uniform Civil Code is
Common Man law and will be implemented by the power delegated to
elective government by the common citizens of India. It is in discussion
stage. So, outright rejection to UCC with some apprehension or other is
baseless. One may observe that patriarchal society is opposing it under veil
of religion or custom and it is obvious. People with narrow political motive
opposing it and it are obvious. Those who want to deprive daughters from
their ancestral property are opposing it and t si obvious. Rest majority of the
people of India is strongly supporting it. In Himachal Pradesh there are two
tribal dominated districts say Kinnaur and Lahaul spiti, where polygamy is
being practiced even today. In Shah Bano Begum case, 1985 that section of
society who were tried their best not to enforce Supreme Court Judgment
and imposed pressure upon the then Rajiv Gandhi Government will oppose
it and it is obvious. But, shall we make those obvious evil design to
succeed? For common people, women and depressed class this law needs to
be implemented.



Guest of Honor, Shri. Anand Mishra, Advocate-on-Record, Supreme
Court of India in his talk said that current law commission is keen to
implement it democratically. 75,000 people have already sent their
suggestions to Law Commission of India. The Commission is examining
them. It is worth noting that women suffer from severe psychological stress
and this affects her physical we being, when she is at the threshold of
divorce. Many advanced foreign countries have implemented Uniform Civil
Code. Why it could not be implemented in India.

Soubhagya Swain, Advocate, Orissa High Court introduced the guest
to the audience and coordinated the whole program. Smt. Sanghamitra
Rajguru, National Executive Committee Member, FANS in his speech
described how FANS is working to spread awareness on security related
matters. She described its aim and objectives. Dr. Trilochan Jena gave vote
of thanks. The program ended with
recitation of Vande Mataram. The new Executive Committee was declared
at the said event.
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News Link
https://fb.watch/nnFOAn-uHX/?mibextid=RUbZ1f

Video Link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D0gNZestbT4VI35n1TdgnNAZePInibyg/view?

usp=sharing

11



