
Schedule “D” 

 

BALKANIZATION OF CHINA 

Introduction 
             China, with its rapid economic progress since 1990, has consolidated its 

comprehensive national power and slowly occupied the vacuum left in the world politics by 

Soviet Union. Today China has not only started challenging the world order set by US and 

the West but has also displayed startling geopolitical global ambitions. Despite its growing 

economic and political influence China remains ‘geo‐strategically restrained’ power due to 

the  US military alliance system and  Western and Southern borders being buffered by non-

Han minorities which form 9% of Chinese population but control nearly 60% of its 

geographical space. This is the reason for it’s aggressive ventures into the South China Sea 

and on the Indo-China border. Safeguarding of Xi Jinping’s prized Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI) as well as the companion, ‘Maritime Silk Road’ has been designated a strategic 

objective.  

          There has always been an uneasy relationship between India and China mainly due to 

the unsettled boundary issue which dates back to the early 1950s. Post India’s Independence, 

there was an obsessive desire by the Indian Government led by Jawaharlal Nehru to enlist 

China’s support for the latter’s global political aspirations. Therefore, this appeasement 

resulted in giving up Aksai Chin, Minsar and Tibet to the Chinese to “secure the support for 

nonalignment”. In a similar vein, Gilgit and the minor adjoining states were given up to the 

Anglo-Pakistan alliance. 

         Internationally, there is growing concern about China’s territorial ambitions and global 

aspirations in establishing it’s version of a new world order. Therefore, it is imperative that 

China needs to be conveyed that the ‘One China’ principle is under de-recognition. The 

moment ‘One China’ is not acceptable unconditionally, China will be forced to recalculate 

it’s global ambitions. 

China Fault-lines & Dismissing the ‘One Nation Theory’ 

         China today has 56 nationalities, with most of these minority groups living in border 

areas far from Beijing and in close proximity to other countries. The main ‘fault lines’ in 

China which is a matter also for the global community are it’s hegemonistic designs or 

internal dissonance in Taiwan, Hongkong, Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang (XUAR) and Tibet.  

• Taiwan. Long after Chiang Kai Shek, the original Chinese nationalist, retreated to 

Taiwan (Republic of China) with Kuo Min Tang (KMT), it was known as the real 

China.  Keeping this island of democracy alive and strong at the Chinese doorstep 

largely contains China. Despite fundamental political differences, cross strait 

investment, businesses and economic ties are strong. More democracies must 

establish full relations with Taiwan. On its part, India definitely needs to enlarge the 

relationship.  

• Hong Kong. The democratic protests are publicised enough and well known. China 

has politically subverted democracy and usurped Hong Kong when the world was 

busy fighting the Wuhan Virus. It can be made the symbol of Chinese oppression and 

is a testimony of Chinese scant regard to an international rules based order.  

• Inner Mongolia. Restiveness in Inner Mongolia is a recent phenomenon. China is 

actively suppressing native languages and culture in ethnic Mongolian regions of 

China and trying to destroy Mongolian culture. It very clearly indicates that 

Mongolians and other minorities do not identify themselves as Chinese nationals at 

the core. 

 



• Xinjiang. Xinjiang or East Turkestan was never integral to China.  Its autonomy 

waxed and waned as the Chinese power varied. The people are different and their 

culture is more Turkic. The region has been restive and unstable for long with 

sporadic eruptions of violence. Xinjiang is strategically important since it borders the 

CARs, Afghanistan and Pakistan with the CPEC running through it and is minerally 

rich. Presently, it is under the vice like grip of Chinese repression.. Strictly speaking, 

this area is ripe for a serious rebellion if it gets some outside support through its 

porous borders.  

• Tibet. China is now embarking on a massive program to solidify Tibet in the 

communist mould, tinker with Buddhism and replicate the Xinjiang model here. The 

Tibetan Government in exile in India and a change of strategic calculations could 

catapult Tibet into centre stage. There is an Indian opinion that raking up Tibet will 

result in legal issues as well as perhaps cause China to foment trouble in the North-

East. However, once the political will is set, the ‘Tibet issue’ can be raised in a variety 

of ways.  

 

India’s Present Position 

          The Indian Govt, specially since 2014, has been stressing on the Chinese to discuss the 

boundary issue in a holistic manner. However, the Chinese are deliberately obfuscating the 

issue and avoiding any kind of deliberations in this regard. The reason for this avoidance on 

part of the Chinese, as it emerges, is to gain time for it’s well thought out intentions in 

gradual occupation of Indian territory in a graded manner as is evident by the various border 

incidents leading to June 2020.    

        The Indian goal appears to be aimed at shoring up it defensive options without leading 

to overt military conflagration with China. India has also reached out selectively to the 

ASEAN countries, namely Vietnam and to some extent Indonesia, in an effort to strengthen 

counterbalancing alliances against China. India has revived the Quad (the Quadrilateral 

Security Dialogue) and engaged with the Quad Plus, a strategic consultation framework 

involving the United States, Australia, Japan and India and additional partners such as South 

Korea, New Zealand, and Vietnam. But the objectives of all these moves and countermoves 

are fundamentally defensive in nature and it is not aimed to militarily confront China. 

       New Delhi’s ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ policies have seen India establishing close 

rapport with the ASEAN as well as other Pacific nations. India’s trading-links, investment 

and large diaspora now span an arc extending from Siberia in the East to Africa and Middle 

East in the West. Any attempts to dominate waters of the Indian or Pacific Oceans would, 

thus, represent a grave threat to India’s vital interests. 

 

Countering China’s Hegemonistic Aspirations : Need for a New Approach 

       It is high time that India moves away from a defensive mindset and a policy of continued 

appeasement to a more realistic, situation based strategic paradigm as regards relations with 

China. Some suggestions in India’s future engagement with China are : 

• Completely debunk China’s “One Nation Theory” 

• Deal from a position of strength based on India’s growing economy and infrastructure 

development and enhanced standing in the world community 

• Build up India’s military capabilities specially in maritime and strategic missile 

domains. 

• Leveraging India’s favourable maritime geography 

• Establish moral ascendancy in issues related to the boundary issue 

• Develop support among citizens and realistic public perception of the China issue 

• Diplomatic proactiveness in India’s narrative on various fronts 

• Initiatives by strategic community, academia, think tanks to highlight fault lines in 

China 

• Enhanced involvement of India in security and economic groupings- QUAD, ASEAN 

Ex Malabar etc. 

• Increased defence cooperation and diplomatic engagement with South – East Asian 

countries- Philippines, Indonesia et.al 



 

Conclusion 

             Despite the prolonged negotiations and best efforts by India, the Chinese have not 

taken adequate steps to resolve the boundary issues. Added to this, the Chinese have become 

more and more vocal and aggressive in their efforts in containing India and curtailing its 

position in the world by blocking and usurping Indian interest, both economic and strategic. 

            In the past two decades or so, China has stressed upon its so called “One Nation” 

theory in its diplomatic and strategic projections. This is a total fallacy and China’s grandiose 

vision needs to be rejected by the world community. As proven time and again China  

actually violates International Law, a prime example is its summary rejection of the 

International Court’s judgement over the South China Sea. It is now evident that China under 

Xi Jinping is now an ambitious, outward looking expansionist state. Its standing in the world 

community has diminished greatly, specially after its involvement in the origins of the covid 

pandemic has become known.  China’s global aspirations is unbridled as is clear from its 

large scale economic involvement in African BRI, diplomatic initiatives in the Middle East 

among other actions.  

            India has to politically and diplomatically raise collective concerns over the five 

instabilities of China- Taiwan, Tibet, Xian Jiang, Mongolia and Hongkong as well as the 

domestic oppression of it’s populace. All five instabilities as mentioned above, are different 

and need a different approach but have to be tackled simultaneously in a sustained manner 

outside the UN fold. Also, India has to move forward with boldness, confidence, position of 

strength and moral ascendancy in dealing with China in all dimensions. A start has been 

made through considerable infrastructure development in the border areas and through 

military capability building which bodes well for the future. 
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